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LSUS keeps the Kerry Garland Scholarship plaque

Corey Drummond
PRINT EDITOR

Malvya Chintakindi claimed the Kerry Garland Memo-
rial Scholarship on Friday night. Her promise in her field of
public relations paid off in the competitive pool if candi-
dates.

Chintakindi, junior, public relations, was given the
Rolling Shield as a part of the award. A plaque with the
names of all previous winners of the award, including her
name, was given to LSUS to keep.

Previously, the plaque was given to each year’s winner,
but with Chintakindi’s award, the final space on the plaque
has been filled. Due to this, the plaque will not be given to
the next winner. LSUS will keep it for the future.

Chintakindi was very happy to receive the honorable
scholarship, especially the rolling shield plaque.

“LSUS received the rolling shield pertaining to the
scholarship award I received, which is special for two rea-
sons: first, the university gets to keep it, and secondly this is
the last rolling shield to be given out,” Chintakindi said.

The scholarship, awarded by the Southern Journalism
Foundation, was established in 1984 after Kerry Garland, a
promising journalist at The Shreveport Times, was killed in
a tragic car accident.

Chintakindi was awarded the Kerry Garland scholar-
ship for PR majors in memory of the journalist killed pre-
maturely in 1984. She was also given a memorable plaque
bearing her name. The scholarship presentation was part of
the Shreveport Journalism Foundation annual meeting and
banquet at Ralph & Kacoo’s in Bossier City.

The Southern Journalism Foundation awards both the
Kerry Garland Memorial Scholarship and The Orland Dod-
son Scholarship. Both scholarships are annually awarded to
a college junior or senior majoring in journalism or public
relations, attending school in the North Louisiana area.

The Kerry Garland and Orland Dodson Memorial
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Scholarships are available to North Louisiana journalism
and public relations students. Only one person can win each
scholarship each year. Chintakindi has won the Kerry Gar-
land scholarship.

Chintakindi became aware of the scholarship by Lin-
da Webster, chair of the communications department. She
weighed the chances of winning the award, and figured she
might as well try. Hailing from India, her family visa prevents
her from working or making money through jobs.

“I need to save for grad school too. So I thought that
this wouldn’t hurt me,” Chintakindi said.

Chintakindi began as a politics major, but it didn’t take
long for her to move to a new field.

“I couldn’t continue in politics...it was not practical
to continue my education in politics,” Chintakindi said. “I
didn’t choose [PR]. It chose me.”

The award ceremony was Friday night; Malvya was at
a debate tournament so her parents accepted the award on
her behalf. It was a win-win night for her, since she won the
Speaker Award at the tournament, her first time winning the
award. She accepted an award for Best Speaker at the Fast
Texas Baptist University Debate Tournament.

She jokes that others at the ceremony were surprised at
how well her parents spoke English. She also discussed that
most people are surprised by her fluency.

“It is my national language. America doesn’t even have
a national language,” Chintakindi jokes.

“I wrote on a notecard what I wanted my dad to say
for me,” Chintakindi said. “So he delivered an acceptance
speech and what I wrote down on the notecard.”

She was participating in a Tiger Invitational Debate
Tournament at East Texas Baptist University the night of
the award ceremony.

The Shreveport Journalism Foundation is a non-profit
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organization which promotes journalism study and develop-
ment through scholarships that are offered to journalism
and public relations majors in their junior or senior years in
college, according to the SJIF website.

Chintakindi submitted her GPA, home address, and a
250-word essay about why she wanted to pursue a career in
public relations in order to be eligible for the scholarship.
She also had to live within a 100-mile radius of downtown
Shreveport in order to receive the award.

Chintakindi is originally from India and was a sopho-
more at her university there until being transferred to LSUS
after moving with her family to America because of her fa-
ther’s job as an accountant. She became aware of the schol-
arship via an email from Dr. Linda Webster, professor and
chair of mass communication.

“I was skeptical because I did not think I was eligible
for the scholarship,” Chintakindi said.

Her major in India focused on journalism and politics,
but she could not continue in that field in the U.S. because
of the significant amount of American history she would
have to learn for the field. To be able to pursue her passion
in her already chosen field, she rested upon the Public Rela-
tions major.

“I didn’t choose it, it chose me,” Chintakindi said re-
garding her present career goal.

She hopes to pursue a career in international relations
after completing graduate school. She is undecided about
whether she wants to continue her graduate education in In-
dia or the United States.

The Kerry Garland Memorial Scholarship is a presti-
gious award for North Louisiana students. Chintakindi’s high
probability of success in her field of public relations secured
her the award this year.

The Kerry Garland Memorial Scholarship Rolling Shield, awarded to Chintakindi
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Editorial Policy

The information present-
ed in this publication by
no means reflects the
opinions of the adminis-
tration or staff of LSUS.
The Almagest seeks to
provide information for
the LSUS campus and
community; to involve stu-
dents, faculty and staff;
and to provide a public fo-
rum for ideas as guaran-
teed in the First Amend-
ment of the Constitution.
Comments and com-
plaints are welcome and
should be addressed to
the editor. They must be
accompanied by your full
name and e-mail address.

Letters Policy

Letters to the editor are
encouraged. However, the
staff reserves the right
to edit letters for clarity,
length, and content. Any
letter submitted by a club
or organization must be
signed by all members
of the group or by the
group’s president. Let-
ters should be e-mailed
or submitted to the Al-
magest office, BH 344,
by 5 p.m. on the Friday
preceding the Thursday
publication date. Please
type the letter and in-
clude your classification
and major. The Almagest
reserves the right not to
publish submitted ma-
terials. Obscene, libel-
ous and anonymous let-
ters will not be printed.

Retractions

According to the Merri-
am-Webster Dictionary,
a retraction is a public
statement, either in print,
or by verbal statement
that is made to correct
a previously made state-
ment that was incorrect,
invalid, or in error. The
intent of a public retrac-
tion is to correct any
incorrect information.
The Almagest holds all

rights if deemed nec-
essary to retract such
statements made,
and shall, at will
Retraction notic-
es should be made
by e-mail or phone.
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Night classes: Safety on campus

Katherine Lejeune
STAFF WRITER

Between family life, work, and other sched-
uled commitments, a college student may wind
up scheduling night classes. Night classes may be
mandatory for the curriculum of some, or simply
taken for convenience purposes; either way they
pose to be potentially more dangerous than day-
time classes.

For many students that are enrolled in night
classes, safety is a huge concern. Shannon, a fresh-
man enrolled in one night class this semester says
that her main concern is walking to her car at
night, she feels the most important factor is safety
precautions is campus police.

Did you know that LSUS has a campus
police staff of eight highly qualified members?
Additionally, there is a night time number that
students can call if they ever feel threatened, or
uncomfortable. A unique part of the LSUS Cam-
pus Security is that they provide instructional
meetings on personal safety. Emily, a third year
History major says she would love to see a self-
defense class included as part of the fitness and
health classes offered to the LSUS Students.

There are definitely some safety precautions
every student can take when being on campus at
night.

* Always notify someone of your night
class schedule

e Walk to a car with a friend, if this isn’t an
option; wait for someone else leaving the building
before proceeding to the parking lot.

e Alleviate distractions- According to the
US Department of Education, Campus Crimes
happen 64% more of the time to students on
their phone, or on other devices. The statistics
show that it is easier to target someone who isn’t
paying attention to their surroundings.

e Carry helpful resources

- Have Campus Security’s phone numbers
in your contacts or stored in a speed dial setting,

-Carry an LED flashlight or danger whistle
on your keys.

For more information on Campus Security,
or campus resources regarding safety visit the
LSUS website and go to the Offices and Services
tab.

University Police

Administration Building- Room 124

318-797-5082

318-455-5497 (after hours cell)

police@lsus.edu
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Be careful on campus at night, keep in mind these tips

Pilots revel in an unbeaten season

Corey Drummond
PRINT EDITOR

The LSU Shreveport Pilots remain unbeat-
en on the season as they took down the Belhaven
Blazers for the second time this season, this time
at The Dock by a final tally of 73-70.

The Pilots led the majority of the contest
but the never say die Blazers fought to the very

end but missed a three-pointer at the buzzer to
give the Pilots their third win of the season.

“It wasn’t the best game for our fans to
watch tonight but it’s always good to pick up a
win; we did what we had to do down the stretch
and made our free throws to ice the game,” said
LSUS head coach Kyle Blankenship.

The reigning RRAC Player of the Week
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Coach Kyle Blankenship leads the Pilots in their unbeaten season so far

Kyle Preston scored the final field goal of the
game for the Pilots with 23 seconds to play to give
the home squad the lead, 71-70.

“Preston did a good job of getting to the
middle of the paint and he is very effective right
there and he made a big basket that gave us the
lead that we never let go of,” said Coach Blanken-
ship.

The Pilots defense forced a turnover on the
ensuing Belhaven (1-5) possession and Preston
was fouled and sent to the line which he made
both double-bonus free throws to give the Pilots
a more comfortable three-point advantage.

Belhaven called a timeout but could not
work their way around the LSUS defense as the
final shot was off target as the buzzer sounded.

Preston was only one of two Pilots to finish
in double figures as he collected 13 points while
Joseph James led the team with 16 points, both
off the bench.

James led the Pilots with four three’s on 11
attempts while Preston was perfect from the char-
ity stripe in six tries.

The Blazers came to play and outrebounded
the Pilots 48-38 and had four shooters finish in
double figures. Jordan Bedford led all scorers with
20 points while De’LLa Mayers had 19, Jerrial Daw-
son 14 and Josh Carpenter 10.

LSUS led by as much as 11 with nine min-
utes to play in the first half but the lead evapo-
rated to just four at the break, 31-27. The Blazers
shot 52-percent in the second half.

The next game for the Pilots will be on
Wednesday, Nov. 19th, at Dillard and then play at
SUNO on Thursday, Nov. 20th.

The Pilots return to The Dock on Tuesday,
December 2nd, as they take on their cross-town
rival, the Centenary Gents.
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